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Insect pest complex of chilli, Capsicum annum L. and their
natural enemies in Jabalpur
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A field experiment was conducted at experimental field of the Department of Horticulture,
Mahargjpur, J.N. Krishi Vishwa Vidyalaya, Jabalpur (M.P.) during winter season of
2009-10. Inchilli, six species of insect pests and two species of cocinellid predator and
one braconid parasitoid of aphid were enumerated. At first sucking pests like whitefly,
thrips, aphid and jassid were appeared at 7 days after transplanting and remained
active till onset of reproductive stage. The Lepidopteron borers viz.,, Helicoverpa
armigera and Spodoptera litura tobacco caterpillar and gram pod borer appeared
were the next group of insects appear on the crop during reproductive stage and
remained there till the crop matures. All these are the key pests of chilli in the region
which caused colossal yield losses. The natural enemies observed were two species of
lady bird beetle and a parasitoid of aphid. Parasitoid of aphid was observed when the
crop was about 63 and 84 daysold, respectively i.e. the reproductive stageit isevident
that the natural enemies was present on the aphids when which remained active up to
the third week of March i.e. aphids population were disappeared in the reproductive
stage of the crop.
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